
Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Welcome back to the Spring Term. I hope 

you all had an enjoyable and restful break.  

I would like to take this opportunity on 

behalf of all the staff to thank you for all the 

wonderful cards and gifts we received at 

the end of last term. We were all very 

touched. 

 

A new term and a new year. A time that 

holds so much promise. As Fir Tree 

continues to grow and thrive we will be 

reflecting on our successes so that we may 

build on them further. We will continue to 

have a focus with our values of the month. 

The term has started by reflecting on 

dreams and goals both in school and for 

the future and discussing the journey and 

skills to get there. 

 

May I please remind you that our school 

day starts at 8.50am. This means that the 

children start learning at 9.00am every day. 

Therefore if your child is late for school, 

even if it is just by five or ten minutes, they 

are missing valuable learning time and will 

need to complete the work they have 

missed, so that they do not fall behind in 

their learning. We open the school doors at 

8.50am to allow children to come into 

school in a calm manner and get 

themselves ready for class so that they can 

start work promptly at 9.00am. I would ask 

that you support us in ensuring that your 

child’s attendance and punctuality is as 

good as it can be so that we can make 

sure they make excellent progress and 

achieve their potential. 

 

Mrs Dougal has sent home a letter this week 

regarding clubs and I hope that with the 

addition of some new clubs we will have 

lots of children signing up to try new things; 

clubs is something I would like to develop 

more at Fir Tree. 

 

As always, if you have any questions or 

would like to discuss anything with me, 

please ring the school or call in to see me. 

 

Lindsay Wood 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

  

 
If you recall at the end of last term I 

mentioned that we have a book viewing 

this term on Monday 28th January. This is 

an opportunity for you to come into the 

classroom after school with your child to 

look at their books together and for them 

to show you their work and to enjoy 

finding out a bit more about what your 

child is learning in their lessons. The session 

is planned for 3:15 – 4:30pm, however if 

you would like to come in later between 

5:30 – 6:30 your child’s books can be 

made available for you in the school hall. 

Please contact the school office to 

arrange the later viewing. 

 

We also have a Curriculum Information 

evening for parents on Wednesday 30th 

January at 7pm to share with you our 

progress and next steps since Ofsted 

visited us in November. It would be great 

for you to join us and find out more about 

what the school has put in place and our 

plans going forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Assessments 

Every year there are various national 

assessments that the children across the 

school are required to sit. The dates 

below are when these are taking place.   

 Year 1 Phonic Assessment – 

Week Beginning 10th June 

 Year 2 SATs – Throughout May 

 Year 6 SATS – Week Beginning 

13th May 

Information about these assessments 

will take place over the coming months, 

where the class teachers will explain the 

arrangements in more detail and how 

you can support your child. Please 

pencil the dates from the calendar now 

into your diaries. 
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Safer Internet Day 2019 will be celebrated 

globally on Tuesday 5th February 2019 with the theme: 

Together for a better internet. Mr Osmond will be 

launching the day with an assembly and organising lots 

of activities for the children to partake in throughout the 

day to raise their awareness of internet safety. During 

the Spring we are looking to hold an internet safety 

evening for parents too to support you with your 

children’s use of technology, apps and games. Date 

and information to follow in due course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those of you that follow us on Twitter you may have 

seen our recent request for some benches. As you know 

we are focussing on improving our outdoor area this 

year and would like to create some buddy benches 

around the school for children to sit on when they feel 

low or are experiencing friendship troubles and be 

supported through our playground leaders. If you have 

a bench that you are looking to move on or know of 

any companies that would be kind enough to donate, 

please contact the school office. 

 

Similarly, on the 13th February we will be working in 

Houses all day in our first Share and Learn day at Fir Tree. 

The theme will be ‘recycling’ and promises to be just as 

fantastic a day and experience for the children as 

World Beat was back in November. I cannot give you 

too many details at present because I do not want to 

spoil the surprise for the children, however we would be 

very grateful for any junk/recycling for the event. Any 

donations of the following would be gratefully received: 

 Cardboard 

 Paper  

 Bubble wrap 

 Un-used tin foil 

 Material 

 Wool 

 String 

 kitchen towel tubes 

 

No glass or plastics please. 

 

Donations can be brought into school from Monday 11th 

February. We hope to fill the hall with junk to launch the 

day!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may recall that a flyer came home last term for 

pupils at Fir Tree Primary to enter a creative competition 

through KAMedia inspired by local author Linda 

Dobinson. Children were encouraged to be creative in 

her “If I Were An Animal” competition and draw an 

illustration depicting what they would be if they were an 

animal. 
 

I am pleased to announce that Fir Tree pupils Aiden 

Richardson (Year 3) and Penelope Lyth (Year 1) were in 

Linda’s chosen top 10 entries in 6th and 7th position, 

these children will receive a signed copy of the book and 

WHsmiths vouchers. 

 

There was further success for Fir Tree with Trinity Allen 

(Year 5) being selected as the Author's Top Pick winner. 
 

A huge congratulations to our winners and to everyone 

who took park and we hope that they enjoy their signed 

copy of Kerry's Busy Saturday by Linda Dobinson. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Message from the PTA: 

The PTA has got off to a flying start with a very 
successful Christmas Bazaar last year. The event 
raised £1000 and this money has already been put to 
good use! It has been spent on revamping the 
playground areas. Keep an eye out for some great new 
signage and a buddy bench coming soon! Thank you to 
everyone who supported the event. It was great to 
have so many parents and teachers both helping out 
and coming along to the event itself.  We are now 
looking forward to 2019 with some new and familiar 
events on the way. First up is going to be a Film Night 
on the 14th February. More details to follow shortly 
but the children will get a chance to vote for which 
film they would like to see and then come along to 
watch with their friends while enjoying snacks and 
drinks. If you are able to help out in any way, please 
let the office know or come along to the next meeting 
on 7th February at 7pm.  The more the merrier!  
P.s. Keep an eye out for our very own newsletter 
coming your way soon! 
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