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Friday 5th June 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome back to term 6! I cannot believe that we are now in the Summer Term! I do hope that you all had
a wonderful half term break and enjoyed the glorious weather, we have certainly been lucky.
I just want to take some time to thank you for everything you have been doing so far. All of you have had to
grapple with home learning but as you know, education is far more than curriculum. It is social, it is
behavioural, it is certainly emotional and it is very difficult to do from your kitchen table day in day out.
Many of you have felt the responsibility of taking this all on, together with juggling your family and jobs. What
you have done will be enough. If they are safe and they are happy and they are fed, you will have done
your job.
When your child returns to school, whenever that may be we will support them emotionally and socially, we
will help through the times they have had and we will not only help them catch up, but they will thrive
again. We will move forward stronger and more resilient than before to face this brave new world. Thank
you for sticking with us.
As you know Fir Tree re-opened this week for pupils in Nursery, Reception, Years 1 and 6 and the AS
Resource and we moved the provision for children of key workers and vulnerable children back to Fir Tree
from Trinity. We have put many measures in place to ensure that school is safe. Safe for the children and
their families and for our staff and their families at home too.
The advice on this, as you will have seen, is conflicted. There is advice and strong opposition from doctors,
medical experts and unions and then there is the advice from the government. If we as school leaders do
not have all the facts and are faced with extremely difficult decisions, then we absolutely understand that
parents and carers will also now be faced with difficult decisions.
For the next few weeks, we will continue to operate in the way we have currently planned and how we
have organised to do so. We will review our provision, along with any further guidance or expectation from
the government and if safe to do so, will communicate if we are able to open the school wider to pupils
who are in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 or 6. Further year groups will continue to work at home accessing the
weekly home learning via the school website on a Monday morning until further notice. However, any
parent wishing to collect a paper pack will be able to do so on a Monday morning between 10.30am and
11:30am from the front car park. Please do contact the school office
office@firtree.newburyacademytrust.org to arrange this in advance please, so that a pack is prepared for
you, this should be done by the Thursday before and by 3pm.
Although class teachers of Years 2, 3,4 and 5 are now in school weekly and supporting with the teaching of
bubbles within Fir Tree they will still be making contact with you regularly and can be contacted via email at
any time, but may take a little longer to respond to you. This is the same for pupils in Nursery, Reception,
Years 1 and 6, teachers are contactable via email and a member of staff will still remain in contact with you
regularly.
It is really important that whilst Fir Tree may be re-open for some we remember that we have a wide school
community and therefore it is so imperative to still celebrate all those successes of challenges and good
work that takes place every week at home and at school. So please do keep emails coming to
office@firtree.newburyacademytrust.org
So as always, let’s kick off with our Fir Tree Friday Celebrations!

Megan in Year 1 completed one
of Mrs Wood’s challenges: She

The Fir Tree Challenges:

rose to the challenge set, a
challenge of writing to a member
of the community. She has an
elderly neighbour in isolation and
her family aren’t local. Megan
often talks to her through the
window, wrote her an Easter card
and also wrote her a letter and
gave her a cake on VE Day as they
were all celebrating outside and
she was unable to join them.
Megan also delivers a newspaper
to another isolating neighbour
when Mum has been to the shop.
She is really enjoying the
Miss Crewe has
been determined to
beat the Fir Tree
Community and
demolish all the set
challenges – new and

responsibility and thinks it’s sad
that there are old people who
have to stay indoors. Wow Megan
what a lovely young lady you are
and good citizen, a huge well done;
this made us all smile too!

old! A huge
congratulations to
her because she
completed all 56!!
Here are her final
entries, a playscript;
a sock puppet and
house research to
name a few – well
done Miss!!!

Rosie in Year 1 has completed tasks
18, 23 & 29. She hosted a tea party
for her teddies; helped a parent with a
chore and completed 50 star jumps!
Well done Rosie – was it all in one
day???

Well done to everyone who has
completed a challenge – PLEASE
keep them coming to
office@firtree.newburyacademytrust.org

Isla Year 3 completed Task 4; she devised her own
obstacle course for her family. Very well planned out

It is really nice to see what
everyone is doing inside and
outside of school!

Isla, how did it go?

Amazing Fir Tree Work:
Look at the brilliant work that has been produced this week!!

Rosie in Year 3 has been checking the wind
with her beautiful creation. Well done you
Rosie, how did you get on??
Darcy and Rudi (Reception) and Freddie (Year 1) had a really
creative afternoon with Miss Crewe and Mrs Hunt, they made and
decorated their own wings and then got to try them out in the
glorious sunshine!

Isla in Year 3
produced fantastic
information
booklet all about
dolphins after
conducting lots of
research,
beautifully
presented too –
well done Isla!

This week’s Mrs Wood Challenge:
Before half term my challenge was to think about Fir Tree!! I encouraged
you to list all the things about our school that we are proud of and best
describes us! Then using the website below add them in to make a
wordcloud about our school! I am
keen to make a display of these at
school when we are all back
together and paint some around
the school building. If you do not
have a computer and cannot
access the link below, then why
not make one using pens and paper. We only had one entry to the
right and that was from Miss Crewe! So I’m extending this challenge
for another week whilst setting you a new one!!
Why would you not give Elsa a balloon to hold? Because she would let
it go!!!! Yes Fir Tree this week’s Mrs Wood Challenge is to write and
share some jokes to make us all smile!! Please email them to
office@firtree.newburyacademytrust.org I really look forward to
sharing them next Friday and also seeing some wordclouds!! Good Luck all!!!
https://worditout.com/word-cloud/create

Real PE Challenge of the Week from Mr Hosier:
What you do:
Sit on the floor and pass the piece of equipment from a zone on one side of
your body to a zone on the other side by using your feet.
In a pair:
Sit on the floor and collect an object from a zone on one side and pass it to
your partner to transfer to a zone on the other side. Time how many objects
you can pass from one zone to another or how quickly all the objects are
passed.
With everyone in your house:
Sitting in a circle, see how many times you can pass the object around the
circle using feet, within a set time.
How you score:
Time how many objects can be passed from one zone to another in 30 seconds or time how quickly all the
objects can be passed.
Personal Best: Try to better your time/score on the second attempt.
Against another in turn: Time your opponent and then try and beat their time/ score.
Against another at same time: Try to get a faster time/higher score than your opponent.

Remember to let office@firtree.newburyacademytrust.org know how you do!!!
Well done to everyone this week related to the school that has had to adapt in some way as we continue
and start to move forward. I am sure that together we will get through the continuing challenges and start
to return to some kind of ‘normal’. As always thank you for all you do, please keep in touch everyone and
have a lovely weekend.
Best wishes
Mrs L Wood
Associate Headteacher

