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Friday 10th July 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
I would like to focus this week’s update on staffing news, classes for next year and transition
arrangements. With the Government guidance for September being released last week, I
will communicate to all stakeholders during the course of next week, the school’s response
and plans for September. The good news is that all years are to return!
Staff News
As you will see below, we have some staff changes to inform you of for next year. Whilst we
welcome Miss Burton and Mrs Paine back to school from their maternity leave, we will be
saying a fond farewell to Miss Openshaw in Nursery, and we thank her for her hard work.
We will also be saying goodbye to Mrs Whitford, who will be sorely missed and who we
hope will not be a stranger; we wish her every success for the future and thank her for all
the support she has given many pupils and families at Fir Tree. Mrs Whitford has made the
decision to leave Fir Tree Primary School at the end of term in search for another job closer
to home. Miss Martin will be delivering interventions in conjunction with her teaching
commitments, detailed below, and Mr Hosier will continue to teach PE throughout the
school next year.
Classes for 2020/21
In consideration for next year’s classes, I have thought long and hard about the current
situation and how staffing should be deployed next year. Whilst there is a strong argument
to continue with current teachers for particular year groups, my preference is for the
teachers to be very confident in delivering a curriculum that they have experience and
knowledge of and to have the skills and confidence to adapt the curriculum in order to
meet the demands for next year. I also think normality for September will be something we
will all be striving for, changing classes and classrooms is a normal school procedure and
I’m hoping our picnics and ongoing communication from staff will hopefully go some way
in bringing about closure for children who have been unable to return to school.
Our plan for September is to firstly focus on the social and emotional wellbeing of the
children. Teachers will plan a range of activities to make school a great, safe and happy
place to return to. Pace and challenge will increase in time and catch up will be
implemented appropriately – but routines, enjoyment, friendships and relationships with
adults in the class will be more important than the academics initially.
Therefore, I have every confidence that the children and their new teachers will get to
know each other quickly, forming a sense of togetherness, which will be so important in
moving forwards. Furthermore, prior to the children starting, we would like to give you the
opportunity to give us some feedback on your child’s wellbeing and your thoughts on how
they have managed to access and cope with the home learning, as well as any concerns
that you may have about them returning, by completing an online questionnaire.

Please could you complete the form by 3.00pm Thursday 16th July – as we need to collate
this and plan accordingly during our INSETs at the end of term. Apologies for the short
timescale but I wanted to wait for the government advice before finalising classes for next
year, thus giving you more context to inform your comments.
Arrangements for 2020/21
Year
Nursery – Acorn

Teacher
Miss Creed

Reception – Elm

Miss Hayter

Year 1 – Beech

Mrs Hayton

Year 2 – Willow

Miss Crewe

Year 3 – Chestnut

Mrs Smith

Year 4 – Maple

Mrs Paine (Tuesday –Friday
Miss Martin (Monday)
Miss Burton (Monday–

Year 5 - Rowan

Thursday

Year 6 - Oak

Miss Martin (Friday)
Mrs Purcell

AS Resource

Mrs Pearse

Teaching Assistant/s
Miss Guest & Miss
Swasiland
Miss Braginton, Miss
Eblowska & Mrs Wilson
Miss Fowler & Mrs
Hendry
Miss Purcell & Miss
Winter
Mrs Wilson & Mrs
Funderburg
Mrs Gore & Mrs
Hughes
Ms McNally, Mrs
Roberts & Miss Winter

Classroom
Current Nursery
Current Reception
Current Year 1
Current Year 2
Current Year 3
Current Year 4
Current Year 5

Mrs Williams & Miss
Dunne

Current Year 6

Mrs Hunt, Miss Rummins,
Miss Allen, Mrs Drewitt,
Miss Richardson & Mrs
Patterson

AS Unit

Transition
Transition is very important in any year but getting it right this year is of paramount
importance. Normally we would have a transition day at the end of term, but unfortunately
we are unable to do this because of the current situation. There will be an opportunity to
meet the new teacher and put a face to a name in the new academic year when it is safe
to do so. Current and future class teachers will be meeting at length and in depth to discuss
your child at the end of term.
Considerations will include:
• Your child’s time in class this academic year, their personalities, learning styles and
progress as well as their academic, social /emotional strengths and weaknesses.
• Communicating elements of the curriculum taught in school and set during
lockdown.
• Identifying expected gaps of knowledge and learning.
• Reading the information you will have provided to help understand each child’s
experiences during the lockdown period.
• SEND transition will be co-ordinated by Mrs Pearse in liaison with parents and
teachers.
I hope this provides you with some reassurance and as mentioned above I will write to you
next week with more details about the school day and provision going forward.
Let’s end the week in true Fir Tree style, celebrating how hard our pupils work!

Amazing Fir Tree Work:
Look at the brilliant work that has been produced
this week both in and out of school!!
Beau in Year 1 should be super
proud of herself for learning to
ride her bike during lockdown –
look her go! Great job Beau!

Isla in Year 3 has enjoyed analysing poems
and then writing her own. Excellent work
Isla!

Daisy in Year 2 worked with mum to
complete the skittles with warm
water experiment and was thrilled
with the results. Well done Daisy.

Gregory in Year 3 has
worked really hard on his
topic work and produced
a stunning map as part of
his home learning! He also
shared his Mystery Box
write amongst lots more
activities too. Super work
Gregory!

Millie and Kourtney in Yew Bubble were really
pleased with their research and drawing of sea life
this week – well done girls!

Yew Bubble made
‘Armpit Fudge’ as
part of DT. They
put all their
ingredients in a
bag and then
mixed away using a
very different
method! I hear it
tasted delicious!

Year 1A have continued to work on stories in Literacy! Mrs
Wood had to go and give them all a treat because they all
worked hard on their stories that were superbly written and
lengthy too. They have also been drawing story maps too!

Charlotte in
Reception has
produced some
beautiful work
based on their
‘Under the Sea’
project. I’ve also
seen some
fantastic adding
up too! Great job
Charlotte!

Riley in Year 3 has continued to complete
everything weekly as part of his home learning.
He analysed this advert superbly this week and
made notes. As part of achieving his Discover
Arts Award in Music he reflected on his learning.
I love Julian Gustav Holst pieces too. Plus he
walked 5.7 miles on Saturday too, you are
certainly keeping busy Riley – keep it up!

This week Reception have harvested our
potatoes. We have played lots of phonics games
outside. Before lockdown each child in Elm class
planted a sunflower and took it home to grow.
Here are pictures of Lexi’s and Hassan’s.

Ellie in Year 1 has enjoyed the story they have been exploring
in class all about giraffes so much that she went home and
decided to make one out of Lego – very clever! She also has
loved working on money in class and went home and set up a
shop to practice counting out change! Brilliant!

Logan in Year 3 has really enjoyed researching and reading about Mary
Seacole and has shown super understanding of angles as part of home
learning – brilliant work Logan and very neat too!

.

Mohamed in Year 2 completed Mrs
Wood’s Recycling challenge! He
created this robotic head fitted with
night vision and extra antennas for
better hearing capabilities, all
reusing old stuff in the house :)
He also completed Mr Hosier’s PE
1B also completed Mrs Wood’s recycling challenge this week:
Phoenix created a bug school to add to his bug city; Tyler created a tower of flats
for friends to live in; Alistair created a game that he can play at home; Breanna

challenges too - Challenge one:
1. Lunges == > Done.
2. Star Jumps ==>Done

created a lizard and a shaker; Lola created loads of shakers which she has been using

3. Squats ==> Done.

to create music and a lizard; and Ahmed created a super rocket. How creative are all

Challenge Two: How long can you hold

of you!

a squat against a wall for? ==>63
seconds. Super stuff Mohamed!

A huge well done to everyone

working at home and in school and
for sharing these – keep the photos
and emails coming!!!

This week’s Mrs Wood Challenge:
This week’s Mrs Wood’s challenge is based on reflection. 2020
has been a strange year and it is sad that we have lost lots of
time together at school and that learning has been different.
But for many across the country lockdown has helped people
reflect on their day-to-day life and has brought families closer
together. So this week I thought it would be nice to think
about and share if you are willing: your favourite
activities/memories/experiences during lockdown? Please
email your thoughts/reflections to
office@firtree.newburyacdemytrust.org or your class teacher. I
look forward to reading these.
PE Challenge of the Week from Mr Hosier:
What you do:
Count how many times you can pass the ball around your body in
a set time.
As a pair:
Stand opposite a partner with a ball in your hands. Pass the ball
around your body and then your partner’s. Pass the ball to your
partner and they repeat the actions.
In a group:
Player 1 passes round player 2, player 2 round player 3 etc. Time how quickly you complete
it or how many you can do in a set time.
How you score:
Count how many times in total you and your partner pass the ball around each other in a
set time.
Personal best: Try to better your score on the second attempt.
On a final note, I would ask that if you are still planning on a holiday abroad over the
summer holidays, that you factor any necessary quarantine in, so that your child is able to
safely return to school on Thursday 3rd September 2020.
I’m conscious there is lots of information in today’s update. As always please do not
hesitate to get into contact with us if you have any queries.
I look forward to a successful year ahead at Fir Tree and your children working with our hard
working and committed team.
Have a lovely weekend.

Best wishes

Mrs L Wood
Associate Headteacher

